and refers to verity (p. 11) when he means variety. On pages 31, 33, and 177, he refers to the "Angkor Kingdom" but surely means the "Khmer Empire". More substantively I take issue with the characterization that Cambodia's civil society is "very weak" (p. 183). Numerically not -there are thousands of civil society organizations -but it is under assault. Unlike the media (especially television and radio), however, it has not yet been captured by the authorities. Kerbo's assertion of a "CIAsupported military coup in 1970" (p. 8) is unproven, although it is an old canard. He subscribes, much like William Shawcross did in his Sideshow: Nixon, Kissinger, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1979) , to the idea that America bears much of the responsibility: "the violent death came largely from intense bombing from U.S. warplanes during the Vietnam War. The evil, in the minds of many rural Cambodians of the time, came also from the government in Phnom Penh which sided with the United States from 1970" (p. 20). I also find Kerbo insufficiently critical of Vietnam's actions in Cambodia following the 1979 invasion. In all, however, his book is worth reading and a highly valuable contribution to our understanding of poverty and its root causes in Cambodia (hint: it has to do with governance).
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